
satsentinel.org

6 March 2011

At least 300 buildings at Tajalei village, Abyei Region, Sudan were burned sometime be-
tween March 4 and March 6, 2011, according to Satellite Sentinel Project (SSP) analysis of 
DigitalGlobe satellite imagery.  Approximately two-thirds of those structures appear to be 
consistent with civilian residential structures, known as tukuls.  The pattern in which these 
buildings were apparently burned is consistent with the intentional targeting of civilian infra-
structure.  SSP has confirmed that three villages in the Abyei region have been intentionally 
destroyed between Wednesday, March 2 and Sunday, March 6 2011.  The systematic destruc-
tion of Maker Abior, Todach, and Tajalei villages, primarily through the burning of civilian 
infrastructure, including residences, is a violation of the laws of war and represents a gross 
violation of human rights.  

Analysis prepared by UNITAR/UNOSAT and HHI. Imagery collected and additional analysis provided by DigitalGlobe.

Satellite Sentinel Project is conducting regular, intensive monitoring of 
Sudan to assess the current human security situation and identify poten-
tial threats to civilians. 
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